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IN  THE  ADMINIS  I'RATIVE  COUNTY  OF  WEST  SUFFOLK. 


AHNDAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  FOR  1935 


SECTION  A. 

1 — General  Statistics, 

Population — 6814  Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  according  to  Rate  Books  ...  2031 

Area -1834  acres.  Rateable  Value  ...  ...  ;{^3i>i97 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  ...  ...  ^"121 

The  change  in  area  is  due  to  the  fact  that  S.  Bartholomew  has  been  taken  off  the  Borough. 

SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 

'The  occupation  of  the  inhabitants  is  divided  between  silk  weaving,  mat  making,  and  corset 
making.  I'hese  occupations  do  not  appear  to  have  any  special  prejudicial  effect  on  the  health  of 
the  workers. 


2 — Extract  of  Vital  Statistics  for  the  year. 


Total. 

A/. 

F. 

LIVE 

1  Legitimate,  74 

40 

34 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1000,  estimated  population 

11.7 

BIRTHS. 

/  Illegitimate,  6 

4 

2 

England  and  Wales 

14.7 

Total  ...  80 

44 

36 

STILL  1 

Legitimate,  ii 

6 

5 

Rate  per  1000  total  Births 

120.9 

BIRTHS,  j 

Illegitimate,  0 

0 

0 

Total  . .  1 1 

6 

5 

DEATHS. 

...  107 

54 

53 

Death  Rate  (crude) 

15-7 

Death  Rate  corrected  to  make  it  comparable 


with  that  of  England  and  Wales  ...  lo.g 

Death  Rate  of  England  and  Wales  ...  ...  11.7 


Number  of  women  dying  in  or  in  consequence  of  child-birth 


{ 


from  sepis 

„  other  causes 


o 

o 


, '  '  Sepsis.  Other  Causes.  Total. 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  per  1000  Live  Births  ...  «..  ..  o  o  o 

per  1000  'I'otal  Births  ...  ...  o  o  o 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  per  1000  Live  Births  ...  ...  ...^  1.68  2.42  4.10 

England  and  Wales 

per  1000  Total  Births  ...  ...  1.61  2.32  3.93 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year— Legitimate  5  .  Illegitimate  i  Total  6 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year — 

All  Infants  per  1000  live  births  .  ..  ...  ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  75.0 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1000  legitimate  live  births  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  67.5 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1000  illegitimate  live  births  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  166.6 

England  and  Wales — All  infants  per  1000  Rve  births  ...  ...  ...  ...  57 


Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  o 

„  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)...  ...  o 

„  „  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age)*  ...  o 


SPECIAL  CAUSES  OF  SICKNESS. 


There  have  been  no  special  cause  of  sickness  calling  for  mention. 
The  year  has  been  a  remarkably  healthy  one. 


SECTION  B. 
Health  Services. 


(1) .  Public  Health  Staff. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health — part  time. 

One  Sanitary  Inspector  (part  time).  Associate  Member  Royal  Sanitary  Institute,  and  Member 
of  the  Institute  of  Municipal  and  County  Engineers,  d'he  appointment  is  a  double  one.  The 
Borough  Surveyor  is  always  appointed  as  Sanitary  Inspector  also.  An  Assistant  Sanitary 
Inspector  is  employed  but  his  duties  are  not  confined  to  Public  Health  work.. 

(2)  Laboratory  Facilities. 

No  change  since  1934. 

(3)  Ambulance  Facilities. 

(а)  For  Infections  Cases. 

A  horse  ambulance  is  maintained  by  the  Borough.  Cases  removed  to  Colchester  are  how¬ 
ever  removed  by  the  Colchester  Motor  Ambulance. 

(б)  For  Accident  Cases  and  Non-Infections  Cases. 

A  Motor  Ambulance  was  purchased  by  public  subscription  during  the  year  and  was  presented 
to  the  British  Red  Cross  Society. 

This  ambulance  is  run  by  the  local  Voluntary  Aid  Detatchments,  all  service  being  unpaid. 

It  serves  Sudbury  and  a  wide  district  around  and  the  co-operation  between  this  ambulance  and 
one  maintained  by  the  British  Red  Cross  Society  at  Bury  St.  Edmunds  gives  good  service  all 
over  West  Suffolk. 

(4)  Nursing  in  the  Home. 

General.  Two  district  nurses  are  available. 

Infectious  Diseases.  No  facilities  for  nursing  infectious  diseases  exist. 

(5)  Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. 

There  is  a  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centre  under  the  West  Suffolk  County  Council,  and 
attended  by  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Healtli. 

There  is  also  a  School  Clinic  run  by  the  School  Medical  Officers  of  the  County. 

(6) .  Hospitals. 

No  change  since  these  were  last  reported  upon. 


SECTION  G. 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 


(a)  W’ater. 

'file  Water  Supply  is  adequate  in  quantity,  and  a  high  standard  of  purity  is  maintained. 
Chemical  analysis  has  been  made  four  times  during  the  year  and  the  result  has  been  satisfactory 
in  each  case.  Bacteriological  examination  has  not  been  made. 

{b)  Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

The  utilisation  of  the  land  to  its  limit  has  maintained  a  fair  affluent,  but  the  work  imposed  on 
the  land  is  too  great. 

The  biological  tanks  and  contact  beds  need  improving. 


(c)  Rivers  and  Streams. 

No  action  taken  during  year. 

{d)  Closet  Accommodation. 

Number  of  Cesspools  33. 

„  „  abolished,  none. 

There  is  still  the  same  number  of  pail  closets  and  privies,  viz.,  8  of  each-  These  are  all  under 
rural  conditions. 

Number  of  each  type  at  end  of  year  : — (i)  Privies...  8 

(2)  Pail  ...  8 

(3)  W.C.  2,258 

(e)  Public  Cleansing. 

No  change  during  1935. 

(/)  Scavenging. 

No  change  during  the  year.  Work  has  been  carried  out  well. 


(g)  Sanitary  Inspection  of  Area. 

1.  Number  of  premises  visited  ...  ...  ...  ...  2000 

2.  ,,  ,,  inspections  for  all  purposes  ...  ...  ...  5454 

3.  „  ,,  defects  or  nuisances  discovered  ...  ...  ...  43© 

4.  Statutory  Notices  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5^ 

Informal...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ^42 

5.  Summonses  issued  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  o 

6.  Convictions  obtained  ...  ...  ..  ...  o 


{h)  Smoke  Abatement. 

No  action  taken  or  necessary. 

(i)  Schools. 

The  sanitary  conditions  of  the  Elementary  Schools  as  regards  water  supply  and  drainage  is 
unchanged. 


SECTION  D.— HOUSING. 


Housing  Statistics. 


INSPECTION. 

(I) 


a.  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for  housing  defects  (under  Public 
Health  or  Housing  Acts) 

b.  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 

(2)  a.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under  the 

Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1925 

b.  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to 
health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ... 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to  under  the  preceding 
Sub-heading)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation 

II.  REMEDY  OF  DEFECTS  WITHOUT  SERVICE  OF  FORMAL  NOTICE. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action 
by  local  Authority  or  their  officers 


i486 

2871 

537 

537 

o 

160 


91 


III.  ACTION  UNDER  STATUTORY  POWERS 

A.  Proceedings  under  Sections  17,  18  and  23,  Housing  .Act,  1930. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  served 

requiring  repairs  ...  ..  ...  ...  ...  7 

(2)  Number  of  houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal  notice  : — 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  ...  ...  o 


B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 


(i)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  served 


requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  51- 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  remedied  : — 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  49 

{b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  ..  ...  o 

C.  Proceedings  under  Sections  19  and  21  of  Housing  Act,  1930. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  demolition  orders  were 

made...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  48 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of  demolition  orders  31 

D.  Proceedings  under  Section  20  of  Housing  Act,  1930. 


(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in  respect  of  which 

closing  orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  o 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in  respect  of  which 
closing  orders  were  determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been  rendered 


MILK. 

Retail  Purveyors. 


SECTION  E. 
Inspection  of  Food. 


No.  on  register  22. 

Number  of  Inspections  of  premises  ...  75 

,,  Contraventions  found  ...  i 

„  ,,  remedied  ...  i 


COW  KEEPERS  (other  than  Retail  Purveyors). 

No.  on  Register  ii. 

Number[]of  Inspections  of  premises  ...  65 

„  Contraventions  found  ...  4 

Number  requiring  cleansing  ...  ...  3 

,,  ,,  .  structural  alterations  i 

,,  of  Bacterial  samples  taken  ...  4 

Action  under  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Order,  r923 
This  is  under  the  control  of  the  County  Council. 


MEAT. 

I'he  scheme  runTby  the  local  Butchers’  Association  is  still  running  well. 

No.  of  carcases  (i)  seized  for  tuberculosis  ...  o 
(2)  surrendered  for  tuberculosis  ii 

Private  Slaughter  Houses. 

In  Dec.,  1934  In  Dec.,  1935 

Registered  ..  ...  ii  ...  ...  ii 

Licensed  ...  ...  o  ...  ...  o 

Number  of  Inspections  of  premises  67 

,,  ,,  Meat  at  time  of  slaughter  27 

Meat  Stalls.  No.  of  Inspections  10 

Meat  Shops.  ,,  ,,  170 

Nutrition. 

No  action  taken  by  the  Local  Authority  for  the  dissemination  of  knowledge  of  this  matter. 


SECTION  F 


Infectious  Deseases. 

NOTIFIABLE. 

NOTIFICATIONS  RECEIVED  DURING  YEAR. 


Disease. 

Total  Cases 
notified. 

Cases  admitted 
to  Hospital. 

Deaths. 

Scarlet  Fever 

13 

10 

Erysipelas 

4 

— 

— 

Diphtheria 

8 

8 

2 

Pneumonia 

3 

0 

I 

AGE  INCIDENCE  OF  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES. 


Cases. 

Under 

year. 

I  — 

2 — 

3— 

4— 

5— 

10 — 

15— 

20 — 

35— 

45— 

65  & 
over. 

Scarlet  Fever 

4 

2 

I 

4 

I 

I 

Erysipelas 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

.  «  » 

3 

•  •  • 

I 

Diphtheria 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

I 

2 

4 

I 

.  .  . 

•  •  • 

.  . 

.  •  • 

Pneumonia 

.  .  . 

I 

I 

»  .  . 

.  .  . 

•  • 

•  • 

I 

OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM. 

No  cases  notified. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 


Age  Periods. 

New 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

Pulmonary. 

Non-Pulmonary. 

Pulmonary. 

Non-Pulmonary. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Under  one  year 

I - 

... 

... 

... 

5—  . 

10 —  ... 

I 

I 

15—  . 

•  •• 

.  • 

.  . 

.  .  . 

20 —  ... 

I 

I 

... 

I 

I 

.  •  • 

25--  . 

.  , 

.  •  • 

35—  . 

2 

.  . 

I 

45—  . 

«  •  . 

I 

. .  . 

55— . 

•  . 

•  •  > 

•  .  . 

.  •  • 

65  and  over  ... 

... 

Total  ... 

3 

I 

0 

I 

. 

I 

I 

I 

2 

4 

V 

I 

2 

: 

1 

Of  the  new  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  2  were  casuals,  and  i  was  a  soldier  who  was  dis¬ 
charged  from  the  Army  suffering  from  the  disease. 


Scarlet  Fever. 


*f 


Of  the  13  cases  notified,  two  were  in  February,  and  were  not  recognised  until  the  late  stages, 
and  were  probably  infected  by  a  case  notified  in  late  1934. 

Eight  cases  occurred  in  May.  This  was  a  small  epidemic  of  which  the  origin  could  not  be  found. 

I'he  remaining  3  were  at  the  end  of  July,  and  the  infection  of  2  could  be  traced  to  the  first  of 
the  3,  but  the  origin  of  the  first  could  not  be  traced. 

Diphtheria. 

These  cases  occurred  in  two  groups — in  March  and  April,  and  June  and  July.  It  was  extremely 
difficult  in  the  early  epidemic  to  get  any  connection  between  the  cases. 

I'he  epidemic  in  June  was  probably  due  to  a  carrier  who  had  the  disease  in  March.  He  was 
found  and  isolated  and  the  epidemic  ceased. 

All  the  schools  were  closed  a  week  earlier  than  was  intended,  when  all  the  pupils  had  been 
inspected  and  the  doubtful  ones  swabbed. 

I  am  indebted  to  the  County  Medical  Staff  for  great  assistance  in  dealing  with  this  epidemic. 
Erysipelas. 


The  cases  were  scattered  throughout  the  year  and  did  not  seem  to  be  connected  in  any  way. 


Non-notifiable. 

The  only  non-notifiable  infectious  disease  calling  for  notice  is  Chicken  Pox,  of  which  there  was 
a  sharp  epidemic  in  March. 

This  was  very  mild  and  was  treated  very  lightly  by  the  parents  so  that  the  spread  was  rapid. 


■  )  ' 


r‘> 


R.  W.  RIX,  M.O.H. 


. 


»:  t 


